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OVER 750 PEOPLE SERVED AT FIRST ANNUAL PARISH CHRISTMAS DINNER 
On the coldest night on record in Austin, the Fr. Dore Family Center was filled with warmth, good food and the 
love of Christ as we celebrated the First Annual Christmas Dinner for the homeless, the poor, and for the wider 
parish community on January 8, 2009.  òThe response of this parish family was wonderful,ó said Fr. Bill Wack, 
CSC.  òI understand that there were more volunteers at some points than there were guests!  To see our Family 
Center filled with families who are served by our St. Vincent de Paul and with others who serve there or are 

members of the parish must have been a sight to behold.ó 

The cold hampered participation by many of those who registered as they had to be in line at area shelters in 
order to obtain space to sleep on such a cold night. Some took their place in line at the shelters, then came to the 
dinner in shifts so they would not lose their place in line.  Members of the pastoral team came up with the idea 
and got the ball rolling. Paula Ojeda, our school cafeteria manager, just as she does every day with the school 
community ð worked tirelessly to make this a reality.  Through their efforts and countless others who donated or 
contributed to the effort, the overall cost was kept to an absolute minimum. The Catholic Daughters coordinated 
the parishioners who volunteered from the parish to set-up, serve and clean-up including members of the Youth 
Groups, school students and their families.  Our Cooking and Baking Ministry provided ample desserts for every-
one.  Parish Administrator, Tony Ross and Pastoral Associate, Sean McGuire hope the Parish Christmas Dinner 

continues to grow each year as a new tradition at St. Ignatius. 

STAFF SPOTLIGHTτANDREA POBANZ 
Andrea Pobanz serves as the Director of Music & Liturgy for our parish. With help from the 
liturgy committee, parish staff and team she works to energize our communityõs worship life 
through music, prayer and ritual. She also serves as the parish organist and provides music for 

weddings, funerals, Quinceañeras and other liturgies as needed. 

Andrea has lived in Austin for a little over two years. She is originally from Roswell, New 
Mexico and ended up at St. Ignatius by chance. She says òI wanted a more challenging posi-

tion doing music and liturgy in a parish. I happened upon the job listing for St. Ignatius and waited al-

most 2 months before I submitted a letter and resume. It was the best thing Iõve ever done!ó 

Andrea received her Bachelor of Arts from McMurry University in Abilene; Master of Music from Texas 

Tech University and will graduate in May with the Doctor of Musical Arts degree, also from Texas Tech. 

 STEWARDS OF A SPECIAL GIFT - THE CONSECRATED LIFE 

February 7 is designated as a world day of prayer for those among us who live the consecrated life. 
Those who live out this special call conjure up memories for many of us of the priest who was an over-
seas missionary, the nun whose healing ministry graced hospital wards or the religious brother who 

taught in high school.  

Those who live the consecrated life are a gift to the world because of their profound witness to the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. They give witness to what is sacred in the world, to Christõs missionary activity, evan-

gelization, life in community, and the call of all Godõs children to holiness.  

During this month of February, let us pray for those called to the consecrated life: that they continue to 
be encouraged; that they be given the strength to always be attentive to the needs of the church and to 
each other. Let us pray that those among us who may have this special vocation listen to the Lordõs call, 
and in cooperation with Godõs grace, give their lives over to Christ in a more explicit, loving and con-

crete way through the consecrated life. 

Those who live the consecrated life are stewards of a special gift. Their gift is a sign of love and hope in 
a world where societal values do not always have time for the very virtues holiness implies. Let us also 
pray that those who live the consecrated life continue to show us the way to holiness and to be more 

faithful to God who is Love.     REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION ©INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL  

PLAN TO ATTEND A PARISH RETREAT  
Mark your calendar and plan to attend the parish wide retreat, Conversion of Heart - Community of Hope.  The 
retreat will be held March 6, 2010, 9 AM - 3 PM in the Fr. Doré Family Center.  This day of reflection will be led 
by Rebecca McIlwain, founder of Spirit Works.  It will focus on our call to recognize all that we are and all that 
we have flows from God as gift. In turn, we serve as stewards of our spiritual and material gifts and we share 
these gifts in love of God and neighbor. How do we live out this call as leaders of our community and in our 
every day lives at home, in our workplaces and among those we meet?  This is a great opportunity to deepen 
your Lenten experience.  There is no fee and a light breakfast and lunch will be provided.  To register, or for 
more retreat information, contact Hutt Huttenhower -  (hutthvac@austin.rr.com) or Roberta Murray  - 

(rmurray@austin.rr.com).  Please RSVP by March 2.  

Rebecca leads workshops on spiritual growth and leadership development in Austin, Texas. She holds a Master's 
degree in Community Development with an emphasis in Family Life Ministry and Adult Education. For the past 20 
years, she has worked with churches and schools in the areas of youth ministry, adult faith formation, social jus-
tice, and leadership development. With humor and ease, she helps people see the potential for their life and 

take steps toward living a joyful and successful life. 
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