ST. IGNATIUS, MARTYR, CATHOLIC CHURCH
AUSTIN, TX TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

We welcome all of our visitors. We are happy to have you with us today and hope that you come

again. If you would like to know more about us please visit us online at www.st-ignatius.ord or please
feel free to give us a call.

Last weekend | had the pleasure of participating in a Marriage Encounter Weekend at Cedarbrake. It was a
from  rewarding and wonderful experience. As a celibate religious priest, | was moved by the presentations given by the couple
the teams and the priest. | learned more about the need for couples to talk and to listen to each other and to make the daily
Pastor decision to love one another. It also taught me how |, too, can be more open to listen and to share my feelings. Marriage
Encounter is for those couples who want more out of their marriage or who want to be a better spouse or who want a
marriage that draws two people closer together who in turn witness to others the love they have for each other.

As the weekend progressed | saw the Spirit at work in the couples. One couple shared with me how the weekend was going for them.
The husband mentioned that he always heard his wife speak, but had never listened to her. Now he was learning how to listen. She was
abletolet go of agreat deal of stuff, especially resentment she had carried for several years. This weekend gave them time to talk and to
listen to one another. They had always loved each other but had never taken the time to express that love in an intimate and caring way.
Marriage Encounter weekend gave them the time they were too busy to take.

Marriage is a bond between two people who fall in love and decide to express that love in marriage and in having children, and who
decide to love each other every day. In marriage couples need to realize they are not married to their children, to their work or to their
parents or siblings. When a coupl e decides to marry they make a commitment to one another and to God. Their focusis on each other.
They take each other into account. They make decisions together. They do not allow anyone or anything to get in the way.

Marriage is a sacrament that isavisible sign of Jesus’ lovein the world. It is avocation because it is God who calls a couple to this
relationship. God chose you and God is a work in your life together. Asyou live in marriage, you will continue to discover the gift God
gaveto you in each other. Look back from time to time and reflect on that gift. Marriage is a covenant, a promise that is unconditional and
unbreakable, freely given, with no limitations, spiritual and personal, built upon explicit and implicit total trust, atotal self-giving. It isan
exclusive, total, free and faithful commitment to each other. This sacrament goes beyond feeling in love with each other to adesire to love,
that is, | love you and will always love you — no matter what. If Christian marriage is to be seen as different, then Christ is to be everything
to the relationship.

Marriage is a sacrament of the human body. Likeness of God is rooted in our bodies and genders. In the creation story God creates
body and gender after himself. Somewhere in the magjesty of our bodies and the mystery of our sexual identities, God dwells. We are like
God not only in our spiritual and mental functions, but in al ways. Marriage is the only sacrament that gives gender a prominent place.
Marriage is afamily sacrament. The first sacrament your children experience is your sacrament — they are born as a result of your
sacrament.

The modern view of marriage is one of challenge, possibility and opportunity for individual, couple and family fulfillment in
relationships of mutual love and respect. The skillsfor creating and sustaining an effective marriage are learned. It is not will power, but
want power. The greatest challenge in marriage is to accept your differentness and work with it so the two “1°’s” become a “we”. The key
to that successis submission, that is, my lifeis no longer my own. It isfreely given to ancther in love. | pray that you will take time to be
together this week, just the two of you, and if you will make the time, | invite you to make a Marriage Encounter Weekend.

OTHER ITEMS: 1) Congratulations to Sirene Brunell, her crew and anyone who helped to make our parish garage sale a success.
Thanks to our scouts for helping to clean up. 2) Have you sold your raffle and dinner tickets? There are many people out there who would
enjoy afreetrip to Rome and the Vatican. Let’s go out and sell those tickets. 3) Please drop by the back of church to pick up Respect Life
material.

Sincerely in Christ,

Chee  F

SPES UNICA

A Prayer for Couples

L ord, inspire us men and women who bear the titles of “Husband” and “Wife”.

Help usto look to you, to ourselves, to one another, to rediscover the fullness and mystery we once felt in our union.

L et us be honest enough to ask: “Where have we been together and where are we going?’

L et us be brave enough to question: “How have we failed?”

L et us each be foolhardy enough to say: “For me, we come first.”

Help us, together, to reexamine our commitment in the light of your love - willingly, openly, and compassionately.

Help us, together, to believe how fragile, yet powerful - how weak, yet how strong — how impossible, yet attainable our love can be.
Give us as “Husband” and Wife” the courage to be for each other aperson rather than atitle. AMEN. (Author unknown)
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