ST. IGNATIUS, MARTYR, CATHOLIC CHURCH
AUSTIN, TX TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

| ' Vs We welcome all of our visitors. We are happy to have you with us today and hope that you come

» again. If you would like to know more about us please visit us online atwww.st-ignatius.ord or please
feel free to give us a call.

Welcome!

In today’s Gospel we hear James and John asking to be seated at Jesus’ left and at hisright. They are looking for
glory, not realizing that the only way to glory isthrough self-emptying, serving, suffering and giving one’s life. They

g:zm have also failed to see that it is those who serve others who are considered great.
Paémr Our patron saint, St. Ignatius, Bishop and Martyr, was not interested in power but rather in serving Christ and the

people entrusted to him. When the Roman Emperor Trajan decreed that Christians must unite with their pagan
neighborsin the worship of false gods, Ignatius did everything he could to thwart the decree of the emperor. Ignatius
understood the penalty for refusing to offer the prescribed sacrifice to the gods — death.

The success of his efforts to ignore the emperor and to encourage othersto do so aswell caught the attention of the Church’s
persecutors. Ignatius was arrested and brought before Trajan. Accused by the emperor for violating the imperial decree and of inciting
othersto be disobedient, Ignatius bore witness to his faith in Christ. Seeing that | gnatius was not going to worship the gods, the emperor
ordered Ignatius be put in chains and taken to Rome where he would be food for the wild beasts and a spectacle for the people.

Through his suffering Ignatius showed that he was able to drink the cup that Jesus offered to James and John. By drinking of the cup of
suffering, Ignatius’ faith in Christ grew stronger. To make sure that no one interfered with him drinking of the cup, he wrote to the
Christians in Rome asking them not to deprive him of his opportunity of martyrdom.

With that we can see his strong desire to drink of the cup that Jesus drank. He was not afraid to suffer or to be food for the lions. He
only wanted to show hislove for Christ as Christ had shown hislove for him by his death on the cross. He was dedicated to Christ’s
mission of proclaiming the Good News to all people and looked forward with great joy to his death for the sake of Christ and for the
Gospel. In aletter to the Romans he writes: “The goals of the earth and the kingdoms of this world shall profit me nothing. It is better for
me to die for the sake of Jesus Christ than to reign over the ends of the earth. | desire him who rose.”

Like Jesus, he had not come to be served but to serve and to give hislife for others. So the idea of accepting the cross of martyrdom
thrilled him because now he could be bound closer to Christ and shed his blood as added grace in the souls of his flock.

St. Ignatius, Martyr truly drank from the cup Jesus drank and now sitsin glory in heaven. He made himself great by serving others and
ensuring that they remained faithful to Christ and Christ’s teachings. He became a slave for Christ so that his people would be free to live
the life he himself lived despite persecution and death.

If we are to be disciples of Christ and if we areto drink of the same cup, then we must become great by being servant and slaveto all.
We can emulate the example of St. Ignatius without getting arrested by simply doing our everyday tasks and keeping in mind the presence
of Jesusin everyone and treating them as such everyday. Like our patron, St. Ignatius, Martyr, we are called to bear Christ’s attitude: to
serve and to give our lives for others.

OTHER ITEMS: 1) On November 2™, All Souls Day, we will have aMass honoring all deceased members of the parish. Please bring

photos, mementos, etc. to put on the communion rail. The Mass will be at 7:00 p.m. 2) Next Sunday during the welcome coffee, HEB
Pharmacy will offer flu shots for $25.00. So come, have coffee and donuts and get your flu shot.

Sincerely in Christ,

(e

SPESUNICA

STEWARDSHIPISNOT AN OPTION:

Stewardship could seem to be an optional discipline like choosing to be a vegetarian. But stewardship really isn’t optional for a
follower of Christ. Jesus himself, more than once, talked about being agood “steward”. The letters of Paul and Peter talk about this, too.
It’s a New Testament word.

We speak of ourselves as “children of God.” |s that a metaphor? Are we simply saying that God treats us like sons and daughters? But
it’s not a metaphor. God doesn’t treat us a though we were God’s sons and daughters. God made us his sons and daughters.

If I truly am a daughter or son of God, then all the people on earth are my brothers and sisters. If | truly am a daughter or son of God,
then everything | have comes from God. If | truly am a daughter or son of God, then God and | arein thistogether. | am a partner in the
continuing co-creation and redemption of the world.

That’s why stewardship is not optional for afollower of Christ. Stewardship is not about raising money. It’s awhole way of life, based
on the belief that we truly are daughters and sons of God...and my life proves it. — Bishop Kenneth Untener
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