
ST. IGNATIUS, MARTYR, CATHOLIC CHURCH 
AUSTIN, TX                                                       THIRTY- SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

We welcome all of our visitors. We are happy to have you with us today and hope that you come 
again. If you would like to know more about us please visit us online at www.st-ignatius.org or please 
feel free to give us a call.             

The following commentary by Alice Camille addresses those who say they can t be more generous.       
Most people I talk to in the course of a day are pretty good folks. They take care of their families, work their jobs, 

pay their bills, and are responsible, law-abiding citizens. Some of them even go to church or synagogue. In this small 
town, we have our smattering of incredibly wealthy families and not a few desperately poor ones. Both of those 
populations are fairly out of sight: one behind its gates and walled-off grounds, the other on the wrong side of the 

tracks where the average person doesn t have reason to wander. Which is to say, most of the people I meet and interact with fall 
somewhere within the wide-ranging group we call the middle class.     

I m a member of the middle class myself, so I think I know this group pretty well. And the one thing I hear often from folks like 
myself is that they d love to be more generous with their time, their skills, and their resources, but they just can t. We all know there s an 
AIDS crisis in Africa; families starving in refugee camps in war-torn lands; communities suffering from the destruction of whole towns 
after natural disasters

      

And most of us good folks of average means also know that few of those situations are entirely hopeless.  More could be done in 
our own communities with the will and the resources to improve schools, provide for the greater availability of health care, public support 
for a living wage for workers Still, many of us feel we can t get involved in these concerns because we already have our responsibilities 
cut out for us. We have our children to think of, college and retirement to plan for, house and car payments to meet. We d like to help, but 
we just can t. 
     The problem with that argument  is a certain widow who puts in her two cents. Jesus watches this woman with great interest, calls 
the attention of his disciples , and praises her action The sum is so small that if you or I dropped it on the street we wouldn t bother to 
retrieve it. But Jesus notices it and praises her

      

When we say we can t be more generous, more engaged in the work of justice, more mindful of our neighbors around the globe, what 
we are saying is that we have other priorities. None of us would fault the widow if she had held on to those coins She made her religious 
observance her greatest and only priority, as if her allegiance to God was the generative force of her existence, not the money she clutched 
in her fingers. It s a radical worldview she is possessed of, and Jesus approves.      

Most of us are scared to death of the implications of this story. It s as challenging as that other teaching we try not to think about, the 
one where Jesus tells the thoroughly obedient man to sell all he has and join the disciples Perhaps we could seek a second opinion: Is 
there a scribe in the house who might advise us? If we start giving a dollar for the sake of the present generation for every dollar we 
squirrel away for our own futures, what will our children think of us? On the other hand, what lessons are we teaching them, and what sort 
of future are we fashioning for them, if we don t? I m reminded of Saint Vincent DePaul, at the close of his virtuous life, being 
admonished by one of his patrons to slow down. You ve done so much good, what else can you expect to do? she demanded. More, he 
replied. We can always do more. Reprinted with permission from PREPARE THE WORD (©2006), www.preparetheword.com

  

OTHER ITEMS:  1) I would like to express my appreciation to all of you who welcomed the homeless families by either preparing meals, 
washing towels and linens, spending the night, playing with the children, etc. What a great example of stewardship. 2) THANKSGIVING 
DAY: That morning at 10:00 a.m. I invite all of you to come to give praise and thanks to God first, before sitting down to Thanksgiving 
dinner. Please bring nonperishable food items for our St. Vincent de Paul food pantry.   

Sincerely in Christ,          

     

Organ Donation Awareness Weekend This weekend is National Donor Awareness Weekend.  Seventeen people die each day waiting 
for an organ transplant.  At the present time there are over 9,200 people on the waiting list for a transplant of one kind or another.  We 
invite you to prayerfully consider whether God is calling you to the noble vocation of organ donation upon your death.  Please talk with 
your family about your wishes.  It is important that they understand your desire.  

Next Sunday, parishes all over the United States will be taking up a special collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development. CCHD supports education on the needs of the poor and helps organizations to remove the structural barriers that keep 
people in poverty. Our diocese keeps 25 percent of this collection to be used in local human development programs. Please be generous.   


