ST. IGNATIUS, MARTYR, CATHOLIC CHURCH
AUSTIN, TX FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

| ' Vs We welcome all of our visitors. We are happy to have you with
). Us today and hope that you come again. If you would like to
know more about us please visit us online at www.st-

WQICOmE' ignatius.org or please feel free to give us a call.

The first Sunday of Advent is here and with it we begin a new church year. It is a time of preparation for celebrating Christ's
coming among us and of his second coming in glory at the end of time. Advent is also a time of waiting. What are we waiting for?
Alice Camille in her column this week helps us to take a good look at that. “Are we waiting for a baby to be born, a king to come, a
world to end and a new one to take its place? Are we waiting in joyful hope for the reign of God at the end of human history, a time
of justice and peace, a future where the meek shall inherit the earth and the poor will have good news delivered to

“Or is the reverse true: Do we fear the age when those who are now mourning will laugh, and those who are now laughing will have reason to mour
Are we anxious to think of the day when peacemakers will be called children of God, and the violent will die upon their weapons? Dc
for the time when the merciful will be shown nuereg2H@rhardness of our hearts make the day of judgment seem like a day to be dreac
forestalled? If we're doing what we're supposed to be doing as the people of God, we have nothing to fear.

“Advent...is not a passive season of waiting. It is an active, responsive, dynamic time of preparing the way of the Lord by participating now
the world to come. You want everlasting life? Then choose it, by protecting life wherever it is threatened: in the womb, ingharjdil cell,
on the poor side of town in our own land. You want God's mercy on the last day”? Then show mercy to others now: to loved ones who have wronged you,
to those whom we are taught to regard as enemies, to strangers in need of your assistamok fudificalatéoia want to rest in peace? Ther
be a peacemaker here: Forswear violent language, don't rattle your saber at the first semblance of aggression by others, give up the paranoia that
regards others with suspicion and takes easy offense.

“Because Jesus wasn't just blowing smoke when he said the kingdomis at hand. It is at hand, here in our midst, among us, within us. If we don't see
it, don't feel it, it's because we're actively choosing not to participate in it. But the kingdomis coming, all the time, entering into every moment of humau
history like a thief.

“Eternal life...isn't a reward that is offered to us the day after we die. It's a chance we're given right here and now, to live in the presence of God and to
participate in tlife of Christ fully...If we put our trust in the powers of this world — money, personal comforts, the esteem of others, governments,
own selfighteousness as members of the “right” religion and bearers of a proper, private morality — then there wikk much to blame us for. But if we
place our confidence in God's mercy and seek divine justice now, then we can indeed lift up our heads no matter what happens around us.” Reprinted with
permission from PREPARE THE WORD (c2006) www.preparetheword.com

So what are we waiting for? What are we doing as we wait? Are we improving our lives by building a closer relationship to Christ t
good works? What we do now as we wait will determine where we spend eternal life.

OTHER ITEME Come by the Family Center today from 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. to say thank you to Sr. Agnes Murray, IHM and Max E:
they have given 46 years of service to our faith community. 2) Please take home the Advent materials on the table iastie=baskeof the
2007 calendar. 3) In doing this diocesan Capital Campaign, we found out that we have many addresses and even more phone numt
correct. We will soon been asking you to help us update that information starting withl the distdbuked during the Masses this weekenc
Of course, if you are away this weekend, you can help us out by sending in or calling in your updated information. Thanks. 4) Net income fromthis year's
Family Affa40,554Congratulations to all!!!

Sincerely in Christ,

St. Ignatius is celebratingritteeof AcceptancandWelcomingsunday, Decembey & the 9:00 am Mass. The Rite of Acceptance is for those
seeking Baptism in the Catholic Church. They are: Jenna King, SitlgnNamdydayoral, and Diana Tran. The Rite of Welcoming is for tl
baptized but uncatechized Catholics who seek to complete their initiation through the sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist or b
who seek to be received intwlifommunity of the Catholic Church. They are: Annie Bocanegra, Jaime Munoz, Kimberley Perez, Justi
Richard Tucker, Adam Ullrich, and Gerald Youngblood. Keep these men and women in prayer as they continue their journey of conv

Please welime parishioner Tony Rassour staff. Tony is ourParish Administratoiie will be responsible for the facilities - maintaining and
scheduling them; budgets, finances, purchases, ministering to the staff, handling salespeople, afd. lasidallyeaibwiridnis priestly
duties. Welcome, Tony.

SIAXe AV IS N el ool [&f[M) One great way to prepare a place in your heart to receive Jesus this Christmas is to come celebrate
reconciliation service. We will have seven priests@vetabfeur confession. The service wilhiesaiayDecember Mat 7:00 p.m. Please
mark your calendars now.



