
ST. IGNATIUS, MARTYR, CATHOLIC CHURCH 
AUSTIN, TX                                                                             SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

We welcome all of our visitors. We are happy to have you with us 
today and hope that you come again. If you would like to know 
more about us please visit us online at www.st-ignatius.org or 
please feel free to give us a call.    

     In his letter to the Philippians, St. Paul expresses his love and gratitude for them and to them. In light of the 
successful diocesan Capital Campaign, Our Faith ~ Our Legacy in our parish and many other signs of faith in action 
through stewardship in our faith community, I would like to imitate Paul in expressing my love and gratitude to you and 
for you.      

My friends, I pray daily with joy in my heart as I give thanks to God for you who work with me to spread God s 
message of love and concern for all and to help build the kingdom of God on earth, a kingdom of peace, love, mercy and service. I know 
the good work God has begun in us will continue until God completes it. God will be able to complete the good work he has begun in us as 
long as we continue to do God s work together. 
     I love and appreciate you. Daily I pray for you to grow to a deeper level of faith in God, a deeper sense of love for God as God loves 
you, to respond to God s love, and to be drawn closer to God and to the life his Son Jesus has taught us.      

I pray that your love may increase more and more and that that love may be seen in your knowledge of God s love for you and God s 
desire to be present in your life. I pray that you will be able to discern and perceive what is of value, such as prayer, loving and serving 
others, forgiving as you are forgiven and more. I pray that you grow stronger in your relationship to God and to Jesus way of life so you 
may not be surprised on the day of Christ s return, but rather be ready to take your place in eternal life. I pray that you be filled with the 
fruit of righteousness, that is, to be in right relationship with God and one another. Such righteousness comes from living as Jesus has 
taught us to live and love. 
     I have tried to express my love for you in a variety of ways, but know that I do not always succeed. I can appear harsh and stubborn at 
times. I may sound demanding and radical when I preach. I am a radical for living and preaching the Gospel for that is one of the reasons I 
chose to be ordained. I believe it is the Spirit who speaks through me as I pray all week to know how to break open the Word for you. The 
Word of God is meant to challenge as well as bring hope. It challenges us to follow Jesus example as portrayed in the Gospels. Jesus 
challenged the people to follow him and to live and love like God. For those who did, he offered the hope of eternal life  the reward for 
living a good life now. 
     So although at times I may come across in ways that I do not wish to portray, know that I love and care for you as a shepherd loves and 
cares for his flock. I am proud of you. I have seen many of you grow in your faith and spiritual life. I have seen you open your hearts to 
God s Spirit and I have seen how that Spirit has transformed you. I have seen many of you accept stewardship as a way of life. I give 
thanks to God for the growth I have seen and for the gift of yourself through the three T s of stewardship. I pray for those who still 
struggle with expressing their faith, with letting go of earthly desires and pleasures, and with accepting stewardship as a way of life. All 
good things come in time to those who are open to God s Spirit and God s presence in their lives. My prayer is that we will continue to 
grow together as the people of God; may all who witness our faith community exclaim: See how they love one another .  

OTHER ITEMS:  1) Please welcome Sr. Adelaide Cannon, CSC who will serve as our Advocate to the Marriage Tribunal, record keeper 
and work with couples preparing for marriage. It s good to have you back with us. 2) As some of you might know, this year Christmas is 
on a Monday, which means that Christmas Eve is on Sunday night. I would like to encourage you to avoid the temptation you might have 
to skip Mass Sunday morning, December 24th. Make an extra effort to attend Mass twice that weekend. There is no better way to celebrate 
the reason for the season  the birth of Jesus Christ. Christmas confession is also a part of our preparation for Christmas. As we prepare 
our homes for the season and set our tables for Christmas dinner, so we want to prepare our hearts so that the king of kings will find a 
place at our table. The sacrament of reconciliation is offered every Wednesday night from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., every Saturday from 
3:30 to 5:00 p.m. and by appointment.  

Sincerely in Christ,          

   

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  One great way to prepare a place in your heart to receive Jesus this Christmas is to come 
celebrate a communal reconciliation service. We will have seven priests available to hear your confession. The service will be on 
Thursday, December 14th at 7:00 p.m. Please mark your calendars now.  

The Catholic Daughters are sponsoring an Advent retreat open to the Parish on Sunday Dec 10, from 1:00 to 3:00 P. M. in the Fr. 
Payne House.  The retreat will be given by a wonderful missionary Fr. Chuck Gunti a Franscian Friar, he has been a friar for 45 years and 
a priest for 37. He is a member of San Jose Mission Friar community.  His main ministry is to conduct parish missions throughout the 
Unites States. There is no charge to attend this Retreat. 


