ST. IGNATIUS, MARTYR, CATHOLIC CHURCH
AUSTIN, TX THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

| ' Vs We welcome all of our visitors. We are happy to have you with
). Us today and hope that you come again. If you would like to
know more about us please visit us online at www.st-

WQICOmE' ignatius.org or please feel free to give us a call.

For the past two Sundays we have listened to readings that have spoken about being watchful, ready and prepe
for Christ’s second coming. Jesus has encouraged us to be watchful, ready and to pray well. John the Baptist has
preached the mel to be reconciled and prepared. | have concurred with them and have also encouraged us to do gc
works, that is, to put our faith into action. Since we do not know when Christ will come again, we want to be prepar
and if we are to be caught by surprig would be good to be engaged in prayer and in good works!
Unfortunately, many fear the second coming of Jesus, which is referred to as judgment day, when the king will
separate the sheep from the goats (Mt. 254@1In today’s Gospel, John speaks about one who is to come, one mightier than he, who
will baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. John says that the one to come will use a winnowing fan to separate the wheat from the cha
The wheat will be stored in barns while the chaff will be bdin “unquenchable fire.”

Even though the words and examples that are used regarding judgment day may sound ominous and scary, the thought of judgn
need not be terrifying nor cause alarm or fear. Judgment day is a sobering thought butivis sidgashould never overshadow our
realization of God’s love for us. Rather these examples are meant to help us to stay focused on who we are and what we have been called
to do. We are Christians called to discipleship. We are called to love God ghbdarednd to do justice, to show mercy and to walk
humbly with our God. To do that requires that we change our hearts and our attitudes, that is, we die to self and allow God’s grace to
transform us. We are called to conversion, the conversion that ceroegh reconciliation, when we turn away from sin, rise to new life
in Christ and return to God, being open to the new life that comes through forgiveness.

So really we have no reason to fear the Lord’s second coming. Fr. Roland Fahey notes,

“With our baptism inestimably greater than that of John the Baptist, we already have one foot in heaven. No final judgment day need
jeopardize that. God’s choice for usis aready made. Only we can decide otherwise (Footprints on the Mountaiip. 43) Besides thdtwe

are living the values of the kingdom, which are justice, mercy, service and love we will be joyful people. If we pray, become reconcile
with God, with others and with ourselves and do good works, what is there to fear? Instead we will looktéoBast!s coming with

hope knowing God is with us and that we have been forgiven and saved. God gives us opportunities every day to begin anew. That |
keeps us going our hope in a God who is always with us, giving us what we need to love, tovsdrow, to act with justice and to walk
humbly with our God so as to be with God forever in heaven. So let us not walk around in fear, but rather rejoicing knowing that God
loves us and will always be in our midst.

OTHER ITEMS : 1) Just another reminderatithe Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve share the same day. Please avoid the
temptation to skip Mass in the morning to come only at night. Make an extra effort to attend both Masses that weekend/Sunday. We
celebrating the birth of our Saviohw just so happened to give his life for us. 2) On DecemB&w23will celebratd.as PosadasMary

and Joseph looking for a place to stay. It will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Family Center. This is sponsored by our Hispanic community.
Please join us.

Sincerely in Christ,

CHRISTMAS EVE Sunday, December 24™ Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. Children's Mass, 7:30 p.m., and
MIDNIGHT MASS Caroling begins at 11:00 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY Monday, December 25™ 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. (Spanish Mass).

CHILDREN, CHILDREN:
At the 5:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve, all children are invited to come dressed as their favorite
animal, as an angel, a shepherd or Mary or Joseph.




