ST. IGNATIUS, MARTYR, CATHOLIC CHURCH FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
AUSTIN, TX CHRISTMAS

We welcome all of our visitors. We are happy to have you
with us today and hope that you come again. If you would
like to know more about us please visit us online at
www.st-ignatius.org or please feel free to give us a call.

Four weeks ago with the beginning of Advent we began to wait for the coming of the Lord. Whenever we have tc
wait we are watchful to know when it is our turn to go. In this case we are watchful because we do not know when c
Lord will come As we wait for the Lord, whose coming will be a surprise, we prepare our hearts by removing the
clutter we have accumulated. We want a heart free from anger, hatred, greed, indifference, immorality, that is, a he:
free from the evils of sin and openwelcome Christ.

While we have been waiting for the Lord to come, we learned the best way to clean out the clutter of sin is throu
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. We are called to repent of all sins, replacing them with prayer and gotduewavkswvould be
prepared to meet and welcome our Savior for whom we have waited. We extend the hand of generosity as we give away our excess
those who do not have. We share our blessings as a sign of gratitude to God.

The news of the closenedstee Lord’s coming fills us with hope. As people of hope, we know God guides us and cares for us on our
journey. As people of hope we know we have nothing to fear for the Lord is near and already in our midst. As people of hope we put
all worries ad anxieties through prayer, that is, we give it all to God in whom we can trust and in whom all things are possible. As hoj
people, we are people of faith.

Now if we have done all that is necessary as we wait, and our hearts are clean and atd@maens, we are open and ready to meet
and to welcome Christ who comes to bring peace to those of good will. Having clean hearts and being free from all anxieties also op
our hearts and prepares us for the Lord’s second coming as well, atime which is not yet known.

Let us pause today to give thanks to God for the season of Advent that has helped us to be watchful, prepared, generous and opt
receive Christ now and when he comes again. Let us be joyful and not anxious as we wait fapotw Setwus free from our old ways
and renew us with new blessings and graces to become better sons and daughters of God and better followers of Jesus. Our Savior
He will not delay. Let us open our hearts today to receive him.

Like Mary, maywe carry Christ as a gift to a world in need by being signs of his presence in our lives as we become gift to others,
just at Christmas, but everyday. On behalf of Fr. Anthony, the Pastoral Team and staff, all groups here at St. Ignatius, Masgjf,and my
we wish you a very Merry and Blessed Christmas. May the peace of the Prince of Peace be with you this Christmas and throughout
New Year and may the light of Christ shine through you as it guides others to Christ.

OTHER ITEMS : 1) These next two &eks will bring many visitors to celebrate with us. Therefore, let us extend a warm welcome to all
of them through the warmth of our hospitality. If people leave feeling valued and welcomed, they will come back to celebrate with us.
more importantly,hiey will leave knowing that Christ indeed lives among our faith community. 2) To make Christmasa@uyear
celebration, we need to give everyday the gift that keeps on givngselves through our time, talents and treasures.

Sincerely in Christ,

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS SCHEDULE: Sunday, December 24™ Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. Children's
Mass, 7:30 p.m., and MIDNIGHT MASS Caroling begins at 11:00 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS SCHEDULE: Monday, December 25™ 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. (Spanish
Mass).

CHILDREN, CHILDREN: At the 5:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve, all children are invited to
come dressed as their favorite animal, as an angel, a shepherd or Mary or Joseph.




