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CALENDAR
PSIA Competition Th Feb 2
Catholic Schools Week  thru F Feb 3
Teacher Apprec. Week  thru F Feb 3
No Lunch Service— F Feb 3
Send Sack Lunch
Children’s Holy Hour F Feb 3
(Mother’s Chapel) 3:30p
Scout Sunday Su Feb 5
ITBS Testing M Feb 6-
F Feb 10
Father/Daughter Dance F Feb 10
Yard Cleanup (Kinder) Sa Feb 11
Knights of Columbus Sa Feb 11
Casino Night
Students encouraged Su Feb 12
to wear uniforms All Masses
Scholastic Book Fair M Feb 13-
F Feb 17
Fun Run Kickoff Pep W Feb 15
Rally 1:30p
Middle School F Feb 17
Valentines Dance
MardiGras Masquerade Sa Feb 18
No School— M Feb 20
President’s Day
Mardi Gras Lunch Sales Tu Feb 21
Ash Wednesday Mass W Feb 22
Ranger Stampede W Feb 22
Marathon Kids Final Sa Feb 25
Mile
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Photo: Ms. Nolen and Bishop Visquez at CCS dinner and awards ceremony.

MS. NOLEN HONORED ON JANUARY 28

Ms. Cosette Nolen was honored at the Saturday, January 28 Celebrat-
ing Catholic Schools dinner and awards ceremony. Ms. Nolen has
served as a Catholic educator for the past 12 years, eight of which have
been at St. Ignatius, Martyr, Catholic School. Ms Nolen is a 1962 gradu-
ate of St. Ignatius and believes that Catholic schools relate all learning
to how to live a good Christian life. She is a fun, energetic teacher who
is willing to try new things. Her students not only learn their academic
material, but develop a love of learning. It is apparent from the
amount of time that she dedicates to her students that her heart is truly
in the job that she does. She has a passion for Catholic education and
consistently attempts to stimulate the minds and hearts of the students
in her care with academic knowledge and knowledge of our faith. In
addition to her dedication to the school, Ms. Nolen is very active in the
parish. Ms. Nolen is one of most dedicated teachers on the staff and is
well loved by both her students and their parents.

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK CONTINUES

Teacher Appreciation Week is being celebrated through Friday, Feb. 3.
Lunch will not be served on Friday because the teachers and staff will
be treated to a special lunch that day. Send a sack lunch for each of
your children on February 3. Also, if you are available, the classrooms
need parents who have taken the EIM Basic Workshop (formerly
called Protecting God’s Children”) to help from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. Please see your homeroom parent to volunteer.




GIVE BACK NIGHT AT CHILI'S TODAY, WED. FEB. 1
Help raise money for our school by dining at the Brodie Oaks
Chili’s (4236 S. Lamar) anytime today, Wednesday, Feb. 1, until
10:30 p.m. Present the flyer that was sent home in the January 26
Wednesday envelope and Chili’s will donate 10% of the sales to
our school. You must present the flyer when you pay for the
school to receive credit, so if you need another flyer, stop by the
school office before 2:45. Good for dine-in or take-out.

RE-ENROLLMENT UNDERWAY THROUGH FEB. 10

Re-enrollment for returning students for school year 2012-2013
continues through Friday, February 10. On Monday, Feb. 13, the
school will begin calling families who submitted enrollment
forms at the Open House.

To re-enroll your child for 2012-2013, you can (1) select “Family
Information” then “Re-enrollment” when you are logged into
RenWeb and follow the steps outlined, or (2) come to the office
and complete the paper forms. After you have completed the re-
enrollment forms, you must pay the $400 registration fee. Unless
forms and at least half the registration fee are received by Febru-
ary 10, there is no guarantee of enrollment space for 2012-2013.
No forms are accepted without half of the fee. The second half of
the fee will be due the week of May 21-25.

To enroll a sibling of a current St. Ignatius student you must
come to the office to complete a Request for Admission Form and
other needed forms.

Please note: Families with accounts past due more than 30 days
(including registration fees from the SY 2011-2012) will not be allowed
to re-enroll students for 2012—2013 until the account is current or
other arrangements have been made.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING THROUGH FEB. 3

Our students are collecting food items through Friday, Feb. 3.
The Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, and Girl Scouts will deliver your do-
nations to the St. Vincent de Paul food pantry on our campus af-
ter school that Friday. Fill those classroom collection boxes with
your non-perishable food donations. We pray, "Lord, as we enjoy
the Super Bowl football game, help us to be mindful of those
without even a bowl of soup to eat."

Did you know you can support the food pantry year-round? It’s
easy to shop for the food pantry at the same time you shop for
your family. Bring any food donations to the foyer of the church
or to the church office.
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SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS

Monday 7:30a-3:45p

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

Wednesday 7:30a-2:45p
(2:15/2:30p

dismissal)

CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

HELP NEEDED

Need Help in Classrooms
Friday, Feb. 3 from 11 to 1 while
teachers are treated to a special
lunch. Must be EIM-certified.
Contact a homeroom parent to
volunteer or ask questions.

Book Fair Volunteers
We need volunteers at the book
fair February 13-17.

To sign up visit
http://www1.mysignup.com/
cgi-bin/view.cgi?datafile=
stignatiusspring_2012

Volunteer with PALs Committee
If you are a parent, teacher, or
know a member of the St. I parish
who can assist with the organiza-
tion of our FIT FEST on Saturday,
Sept. 8, please contact PALs at
stignatiuspals@gmail.com. We're
looking for equipment, event day
helpers, vendors, and donations.

If you need help, submit your
help wanted ad to
SchoolNews@st-ignatius-edu.org
by noon on Mondays.

All help wanted ads will run
once unless renewed or an end
date is specified with the request.
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NOTICES

Pilates Series continues. Kin-
dergarten (Class of 2020) will
host Pilates on Tuesday Feb. 7
and Thursday, Feb. 16 in the
Church Upper Room from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. Cost is $5 per class.
For info or to sign up, contact
Stlggy2020@gmail.com.

Need donations: Mardi Gras
beads. We are still accepting
donations of beads for the Feb-
ruary 18 Mardi Gras Masquer-
ade party. Drop off any dona-
tions at the school office.

Mardi Gras Lunchtime Sales.
The PTO will be selling Root
Beer Floats and King Cake for
$1 each at lunch on Mardi Gras
(Fat Tuesday), February 21.

Hot Chocolate sales continue
on Wednesdays. St. Ignatius
teachers are raising funds to
attend the 2013 NCEA confer-
ence in Houston. They will sell
hot chocolate and donuts every
Wednesday before school
through February 15. Each will
cost $1.

HOLY SMOKE! The Knights
of Columbus will be selling
split oak firewood from the
trees that needed to be re-
moved from the church prop-
erty. Bundles and stacks will
be available. If you would like
to buy a large quantity, please
contact Benny Flusche at
flusche@austin.rr.com.
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CHILDREN’S HOLY HOUR FRIDAY FEBRUARY 3

St. Ignatius, Martyr, Church offers a Children’s Holy Hour with
prayers and songs in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament on the
First Fridays of the month. The next Children’s Holy Hour is sched-
uled from 3:30—4:30 p.m. in the Mother’s Chapel on February 3. In
addition, your children will attend Adoration with their classes for
10-minute intervals from 1-3:30 p.m. on First Fridays before school
lets out.

During the second half of Holy Hour, Fr. Mike takes the children
to the Sanctuary and reads to them from his book of stories about
the Gospels from the perspective of Jake the Donkey.

Please contact Janet Mash at 917-3540 if you have questions about
Holy Hour.

SCOUT SUNDAY ON FEBRUARY 5

February 5 is Scout Sunday. All Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, and Boy
Scouts from St. Ignatius will process in together at the 9:30 a.m.
Mass. Scouts will meet in the foyer at 9 a.m.

STANDARDIZED TESTING BEGINS FEBRUARY 6

St. Ignatius School will administer the Iowa Test of Basic Skills dur-
ing the week of February 6 to grades K through 8. This type of test-
ing gives us an indication of the progress our students have made
so that we can plan the next school year.

Please encourage your child to approach this week of testing
with a positive attitude. All we ask is that they do their best. The
students cannot fail this test, and test scores do not affect your
child’s promotion to the next grade.

So that students can perform at their best level, please ensure
that they get a good night’s sleep, eat a healthy breakfast, and
encourage them on the way to school. Students will not have
homework this week.

It is extremely important that all students arrive by 8 a.m.
Once testing has begun, students will not be allowed to enter the
classroom until that portion of testing has been completed. Stu-
dents who arrive late will stay in the office until their teacher no-
tifies us that they are between tests. Make-up testing will be ad-
ministered in the afternoon in the school office.

Students in grades 4 through 8 must bring at least two No. 2
pencils. All students will have a morning break, and should
bring a healthy snack such as fruit, granola and/or fruit bars,
veggie sticks, or juice. Do not send candy or sodas. Healthy
snacks and drinks will be available for sale to those who forget to
bring one at a cost of 75¢ to $1 per item.
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ALWAYS EAT BREAKFAST

When your children wake in the morning their growing bodies
have been without food for 6 to 12 hours. Be sure to give your
children breakfast within one hour of waking. Research has
shown a link between regular breakfast consumption and im-
provement in academic performance (memory, test grades, alert-
ness), psychosocial functioning, and cognition among children.
Research also links higher rates of childhood obesity in those
who regularly skip breakfast. Eating breakfast every day is the
best way to protect any child against becoming overweight. For
more information visit http://www.zonediet.com/blog/tag/
children/page/2/ and http://shine.yahoo.com/healthy-living/4-bad-
habits-making-sick-151800574.html (by Reader’s Digest Magazine).

FATHER/DAUGHTER DANCE FRIDAY FEB. 10

St. Ignatius Class of 2020 is sponsoring a Father/Daughter Dance
on Friday, February 10 from 7-9 p.m. in the Family Center. An
Italian dinner will be served. Tickets are $10 for a Father/ Daugh-
ter couple and $3 for each additional daughter. All proceeds
benefit St. Ignatius School. For more information or to purchase
tickets, send an email to StIggy2020@gmail.com.

CASINO NIGHT SATURDAY FEBRUARY 11

Try your luck at blackjack, roulette, craps, and Texas Hold ‘Em at
the Knights of Columbus annual Casino Night in the Fr. Doré
Family Center. Doors open at 6 p.m. and gaming begins at 7 p.m.
on Saturday, February 11. Plenty of food and drinks will be avail-
able throughout the evening. Babysitting is also available for $5
per child for the evening.

Tickets can be purchased from any Knight, from Giacomo
Leone at school, or at the door. Tickets are $15 each, which enters
the purchaser in a grand prize drawing for a $500 travel certifi-
cate. At the end of the evening, prizes will be awarded to the
winners with the most playing chips.

BOOK FAIR: A READING CELEBRATION! FEB. 13

Mark your calendars for the Scholastic Book Fair starting Mon-
day, February 13 at 3 p.m. and ending Friday, February 17 at 8
a.m. The theme is Book Fair Luau: It’s a Reading Celebration! We
need volunteers. Volunteers are vital to the success of our book
fair. If you can help set up, sell books, or clean up, sign up at
http://www1l.mysignup.com/cgi-bin/view.cgi?
datafile=stignatiusspring_2012

See Book Fair, page 2
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REMINDERS

No lunch service on Friday,
February 3. Please send a sack
lunch for your children.

First Reconciliation for 2nd
Grade students will be held on
Friday, February 17 immedi-
ately following the school
Mass.

FACTS Grant & Aid Assess-
ment information was sent
home in January. For an applica-
tion form or to apply online,
visit www.factstuitionaid.com.

The application deadline is
Friday, March 9.

GO GREEN!

Here are some ways to keep
your laundry clean and green:
Use mostly cold water, wash
full loads only, buy eco-
friendly detergent, air dry your
clothes in the summer, and
clean your dryer's lint trap!

- from the Environmental Club




I¥s ading Celebration!

KING CAKE

Mardi Gras season begins on
January 6, known as Twelfth
Night or Three Kings Day.
Meant to represent a jeweled
crown, King Cake —topped
with purple, green, and gold
sugars signifying justice, faith,
and power, respectively —
celebrates the three kings who
came bearing gifts at Jesus’
birth. Inside each cake hides a
tiny toy baby, and tradition
dictates that whoever finds it
must host the next party (or
serve the next King Cake).

Illuminations

BOOK FAIR, CONT. This spring’s book fair hours are Monday 3-
4 p.m.; Tuesday & Thursday 7:15-8 a.m., 11 a.m.-1 p.m., and 3-4
p.m.; Wednesday 7:15-8 a.m., 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 2-3 p.m., 5:45-7:45
p-m.; and Friday 7:15-8a.m.

Students can donate One for Books —$1 or more before the fair—
and get a jean day pass. More information about this promotion
will be sent home separately. Thank you for your support. Your
purchases help our school library get more books.

MARDI GRAS MASQUERADE PARTY SAT. FEB. 18

Mark your calendars for a Mardi Gras Masquerade on Saturday,
February 18, when the Family Center will be transformed into the
French Quarter of New Orleans. Enjoy live music by Orange Jeffer-
son, New Orleans cuisine, and live and silent auctions. All proceeds
go to the purchase of new furniture for our school.

Table sponsorships are available beginning at $250 for a table of
eight, with one King & Queen of the Masquerade table sponsorship
for $7500. Individual tickets are $25. This event is for adults only, so
book your babysitters now. For more information about the mas-
querade, or to order tickets visit www.st-ignatius.org/school.

TSD RANGER STAMPEDE 5K WED. FEB. 22

The Ranger Stampede series continues. Join us for a 5K/1-mile run/
walk at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, February 22 at the Texas School for
the Deaf, 1101 S. Congress Avenue. Everyone is encouraged to
come out to run, walk, or help.

The event is $2 to run or walk, students under 21 are free. If you
mention St. Ignatius, the $2 fee (and any amount over $2) will be
donated to the St. Ignatius PE department. Register at the TSD foot-
ball field concession stand between 4—4:45 p.m.

Save the date! The Ranger Triathlon is scheduled for Sunday, May
13. For more information about the Stampede or triathlon, contact
Nick Bannon at nick.bannon@tsd.state.tx.us.

BOX TOPS DEADLINE FRIDAY FEBRUARY 24

It’s time to collect more Box Tops! The final day to turn in Box Tops
is Friday, February 24. This fundraiser is one of the easiest you will
ever do. Just clip and save Box Tops from participating products,
turn them in, and our school earns cash. We expect 100% participa-
tion (that is, each student turns in 25 Box Tops). The class that sub-
mits the most Box Tops wins a pizza party, and classes with 100%
participation win a special prize, too. When turning in your Box
Tops, put them in an envelope or baggie labeled with your child’s
name, grade, and number of Box Tops enclosed. For more informa-
tion, contact Joseph Fotinos at profgriffin@hotmail.com.
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Sofia Alvarado,
1st Grade

Lorenzo Salinas,
5th Grade

Nathan Vondrak, Robert Bigger,
5th Grade 8th Grade

Teresa Contreras- Victoria Garces,

O'Reilly, 8th Grade
8th Grade
SCIENCE FAIR RESULTS

Results of the January 27 Sci-
ence Fair will be published in
the March Illuminations news-
letter (which will be sent home
on Wednesday, February 29).

Illuminations

S.P.I.LR.L.T. AWARD WINNERS

SPIRIT students, nominated by teachers and administration, ex-
emplify the characteristics of service, perseverance, integrity, re-
spect, intelligence, and talent. These students were recognized on
January 27 after Mass: Sofia Alvarado, 1st Grade; Lorenzo
Salinas, 5th Grade; Nathan Vondrak, 5th Grade; Robert Bigger,
8th Grade; Teresa Contreras-O'Reilly, 8th Grade; and Victoria
Garces, 8th Grade. (Photos at left.) Congratulations, students!

LENTEN FISH DINNERS BEGINNING FRI. FEB. 24

To support you on your Lenten journey, the Knights of Colum-

bus will prepare their tasty, fresh fish dinners every Friday dur-
ing Lent from 5:30-7 p.m. Please join us for dinner in the Family
Center, or pick up dinner to go.

TALENT SHOW TRYOUTS FRIDAY MARCH 2

The St. Ignatius School 2nd Annual Talent Show tryouts will be
held on Friday, March 2 during the last part of the school day.
Talent show participation forms are available for students and/or
parents to pick up in the front office. The Talent Show will be
held on Friday, March 23. More information will be posted
about the event as the talent show approaches. Any questions
may be addressed to Music Teacher & School Music Director,
Monique Dacheff at mdacheff@st-ignatius-edu.org.

ST. IGNATIUS GEOGRAPHY BEE CHAMPION

For the 24th year, the National Geographic Society held the Na-
tional Geographic Bee for students in the 4th through 8th grades
in thousands of schools across the United States and in several
countries around the world. The 2012 Bee is sponsored by
Google.

We are pleased to announce that Nathaniel Mahoney (5th
Grade) was crowned the school champion at the St. Ignatius,
School National Geographic Bee on Thursday, January 12.
Nathaniel has advanced to the next level of competition, a writ-

ten examination, to determine state competitors. Congratula-
tions, Nathaniel, and good luck on the exam.

ST. IGNATIUS SPELLING BEE CHAMPION

The Scripps National Spelling Bee is the nation’s largest and longest
-running educational promotion, administered on a not-for-profit
basis by the E.W. Scripps Company and local spelling bee sponsors
in the US and several countries around the world.

See Bee, page 7
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BEE, CONT. We are pleased to announce that Victoria Pelarski
(8th Grade) was crowned the school champion at the St. Ignatius
School Spelling Bee on Friday, January 13. Victoria has advanced
to the next level of competition, the Zone 10 Spelling Bee, which
will be held on Saturday, February 25 at 2 p.m. at Trinity Episco-
pal School (3901 Bee Cave Rd, Austin 78746). Congratulations,
Victoria, and good luck at the District Bee.

STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN MATH COMPETITION

On Saturday, January 14, Isaiah Garcia and Ron Handsel, 7th
grade St. Ignatius students, participated in the first Mu Alpha
Theta Math Competition hosted by St. Dominic Savio High
School. The students competed in individual and team competi-
tions, and completed an engineering bridge project. Congratula-
tions to both of you.

FEATURED SAINT—ST. BLAISE

Many of us remember St. Blaise because of the Blessing of the
Throats. Two candles are blessed, held slightly open, and
pressed against the throat as the blessing is said. St. Blaise's pro-
tection of those with throat troubles apparently comes from a
legend that a boy was brought to him who had a fishbone stuck
in his throat. The boy was about to die when St. Blaise healed
him.

Very little is known about St. Blaise. We believe he was a bishop
of Sebastea in Armenia who was martyred under the reign of
Licinius in the early fourth century.

The legend of his life that sprang up in the eighth century tell us
that he was born in to a rich and noble family who raised him as
a Christian. After becoming a bishop, a new persecution of Chris-
tians began. He received a message from God to go into the hills
to escape persecution. Men hunting in the mountains discovered
a cave surrounded by wild animals who were sick. Among them
Blaise walked unafraid, curing them of their illnesses. Recogniz-
ing Blaise as a bishop, they captured him to take him back for
trial. On the way back, he talked a wolf into releasing a pig that
belonged to a poor woman. When Blaise was sentenced to be
starved to death, the woman, in gratitude, sneaked into the
prison with food and candles. Finally Blaise was killed by the
governor.

Blaise is the patron saint of wild animals because of his care for
them and of those with throat maladies. We celebrate his feast
day on February 3. From www.catholic.org/saints.
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PRAYER FOR OUR SCHOOL

God, our Father and Creator,
be with us in our school.

Help us to treasure your gift of
life and treat one another with
care.

Let us always remember that
we are all created in your im-
age.

Come, Lord Jesus, and be with
us in our school.

Guide our teachers, guide our
parents, and lead our students
to recognize you in all people.

Come, Holy Spirit, and be
with us in our school.

Give us a vision for the future,
and the determination for
shaping a faith-filled future.

Amen.

Saint Blaise
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BO5CATRBYLLETIN,

BOBCAT ATHLETIC UPDATES

The 5/6 4A Volleyball team finished a difficult season with a great
victory when won the Consolation Trophy at the AIPL Tournament
in early November. Great job, Lady Bobcats!

At the Fall AIPL Golf Tournament Isabella Garcia (5th grade)
placed 4th overall in the 5/6 grade level. This was her first time
competing and she and the rest of her team did an excellent job. We
look forward to watching her in the future as she competes in golf.

Congratulations to these recent winners of the Play Like a Cham-
pion Today award: Ariana Borrego 5/6 Girls Basketball, Jamie
Malone 7/8 Girls Basketball, Xavier Martinez 5/6 Boys
Basketball, Isaac Mullen 7/8 Boys Basketball.

MARATHON KIDS FINAL MILE SATURDAY FEB. 25

Celebrate the completion of 26.2 miles at the Marathon Kids

Final Mile on Saturday, February 25 at the Toney Burger Center,
3200 Jones Road, Austin, TX 78745. Kids who attend will finish their
26.2 miles, receive their Finisher’s Medal, and celebrate their
victory.

BOBCAT PRIDE AT TOROS GAME WED. MAR. 21

Our choir will perform the National Anthem and the St. Ignatius
Bobcat Pep Squad and Spirit Squad will be showing their Bobcat
Pride on Wednesday, March 21 at the Cedar Park Center for the half
time performance at the Austin Toros (NBA San Antonio Spurs
Affiliate) game.

You can purchase tickets to the game for $12 from Coach Mac.
Please come and support our students as they dazzle us before the
game and at half time.

PALS—PROMOTING ACTIVE LIFESTYLES

The PALs Committee is focused on developing opportunities to
challenge students, parents, and teachers to maintain overall health.
PALs sponsors an NRG event every Thursday morning at 7:15 a.m.
When you arrive at school, you can participate in 30 minutes of fun-
tilled physical activity to get the blood pumping, endorphins mov-
ing, and synapses firing. It ultimately awakens and primes the brain
for learning! For more information, contact the PALs committee by
sending an email to stignatiuspals@gmail.com.

llluminations submissions: SchoolNews@st-ignatius-edu.org
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BOYS BASKETBALL
Shaded = Gold teams

5/6 SaFeb4 @ St. Andrews 9a

5/6 SaFebl1ll @ St. Andrews 10a

vs. Trinity
5/6 ThFeb16 vs. AJA 4:30p

5/6 SaFeb 18 @ St. Andrews 9a

#7/8 Feb 15-18 @ Holy Family TBD

Unless a location is specified, vs.
connotes Home Games—come out
and cheer!

* AIPL Tournaments

GIRLS BASKETBALL

5/6 ThFeb2 @ Veritas 4:30p
7/8 ThFeb2 @ Veritas 6:30p
5/6 ThFeb9 vs.Paragon 4:30p
7/8 ThFeb9 vs.Paragon 6:30p

*5/6 Feb 14-18 @ Hyde Park TBD
*7/8 Feb 15-18 @ St. Austin TBD

FREE THROW CONTEST
The Knights of Columbus Dis-
trict Free Throw Contest will
be on Tuesday, February 7
from 4-6 p.m. in the Family
Center for athletes who quali-
fied on January 9.
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